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Manual Penalty Points System ‘Unworkable’ says AGSI
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The Association of Garda Sergeants and Inspectors has called on the Government to introduce a properly resourced penalty points system for offending drivers with the minimum of delay.

At the same time the association severely criticised a proposed ‘manual’ penalty points system for speeding drivers which is due to come into force on November 1st. as ‘wasteful of garda resources,’ ‘excessively bureaucratic’ and ‘unworkable’.

“Not only is this proposed new system a manual one in this technological age, it involves a vast paper trail and the inevitable result is that it will tie up even more gardai, for far longer, in paperwork when they should be out offering a service to the public in tackling public order offences and dangerous driving,” said the President of the AGSI, Joe Dirwan.  His association feels also that the new system could be successfully challenged in the courts. 

In addition the National Vehicle Register is up to six months out of date and tracking current registered owners is now nearly impossible in many cases. The gardai lack confidence in this system to give reliable and accurate information and it may lead to many innocent drivers having to go to court to prove their innocence.

“There also appears to be no mechanism for informing the gardai countrywide as to what drivers have penalty points on their licences.”

“We feel that the Government should not proceed with this scheme.  It is ill-thought out and unworkable.  Put it on hold until a properly-resourced, computerised system is ready to go so that we are able to carry on the fight against bad driving in a proper, modern manner,” concluded Mr Dirwan.

Ends

For further information call Austin Kenny on 087 2418155 or George Maybury on 087 2418151
