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‘Serious consequences’ for policing if force allowed drop

The reduction of the size of the Garda Síochána as a result of the Moratorium on Recruitment and the accelerated rate of retirements creates a very serious situation for policing in this country, according to the Association of Garda Sergeants and Inspectors.
“We are extremely worried about the capacity of the garda organisation to provide a service to the public if this situation is allowed to continue,” said the Association’s President, Aidan O’Donnell.
Mr O’Donnell pointed out that media reports yesterday (1st September), had warned of the possibility that up to 1,200 gardaí of all ranks could retire between now and the end of February. “Many members are considering the option of retirement because of further reductions in pensions and gratuity next year.  If that happens it will mean a sudden drop in the force of 8%, which would be very serious.”  The absence of recruitment meant that the departing members would not be replaced in the immediate future.
It would be extremely difficult to maintain the same level of policing if that was allowed to happen, continued Mr O’Donnell.  ‘All areas will see even fewer gardaí than at present – and the force is already running down because of the Moratorium and more retirements.”
The retirements would mean that the force would be losing a substantial amount of experience and knowledge and many units would be operating with no supervisor.
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